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Listing of the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for recording still picture data of N 
stil tplural still pictures with each still picture stored in a.separate file. N f ile s. 
respectively, and for recording still picture group management information for 
managing N-sti tiplural still picture data of said N-sti tiplural still pictures as a still 
picture group, onto a storage medium, wh e r e N i s an i nteg e r numb e r e qual to or 
l arg e r than on e , w herein said still picture group management information includes 
time information and is provided separately from any still picture management 
information containing management information for each still picture, and said time 
information of said still picture group management information includes only a first 
recording time at which the still picture data of an earliest-photographed still picture 
in said still picture group was recorded first by a picture-taking device, and a last 
recording time at which the still picture data of a latest-photographed still picture in 
said still picture group was recorded last by the picture-taking device, said method 
comprising: 

comparing a recording time of said still picture data of a still picture, with said 
first recording time stored in said still picture group management information 
corresponding to the still picture group belonging to said still picture data; and 

if said recording time is earlier than said first recording time, replacing the 
content of said first recording fime by said recording time and performing recording 
thereof: 
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wherein the method is carried out at least in part bv a hardware processing 

unit . 

2. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, comprising: 
comparing a recording time of said still picture data of said still picture, with 

said last recording times stored in said still picture group management information 
corresponding to the still picture group belonging to said still picture data; and 
if said recording time is later than said last recording time, replacing the 
content of said last recording time by said recording time and performing recording 
thereof. 

3. and 4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium 
storing thereon a program for controlling a computer to record still picture data of N 
st mplural still pictures with each still picture stored in a.separate fye ^N fi l os, 
respectively, and for recording still picture group management information for 
managing N-sti ttplural still picture data of said N-stW tplural still pictures as a still 
picture group onto a storage medium, wh e r e N is an i nteger numb e r e qual to or 
l arg e r than on e , w herein said still picture group management information includes 
time information and is provided separately from any still picture management 
information containing management information for each still picture, and said time 
information of said still picture group management information includes only a first 
recording time at which the still picture data of an earliest-photographed still picture 
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in said still picture group was recorded first by a picture-taking device, and a last 
recording time at which the still picture data of a latest-photographed still picture in 
said still picture group was recorded last by the picture-taking device, said program 
comprising operations for: 

comparing a recording time of said still picture data of a still picture, with said 
first recording time stored in said still picture group management information 
corresponding to the still picture group belonging to said still picture data; and 

if said recording time is earlier than said first recording time, replacing the 
content of said first recording time by said recording time and performing recording 
thereof. 

6. (Previously Presented) A non-transitory computer-readable storage 
medium according to claim 5, wherein said program comprises operations for: 

comparing a recording time of said still picture data of said still picture, with 
said last recording times stored in said still picture group management information 
corresponding to the still picture group belonging to said still picture data; and 

if said recording time is later than said last recording time, replacing the 
content of said last recording time by said recording time and performing recording 
thereof. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of recording still picture data of N-sti tiplural 
still pictures with each still picture stored in a_separate file, N fi le s, respectively, and 
for recording still picture group management information for managing and N 
sttf tplural still picture data of said N-st Mplural still pictures as a still picture group onto 
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a storage medium, wh e re oaid N i o an i nt e g e r number equa l to or gr e at e r than on e , 
wherein said still picture group management information includes time information 
and is provided separately from any still picture management information containing 
management information for each still picture, said method comprising: 

recording, as said time information of said still picture group management 
information, only a first recording time at which the still picture data of an earliest- 
photographed still picture in said still picture group was recorded first by a picture- 
taking device, and a last recording time at which the still picture data of a latest- 
photographed still picture in said still picture group was recorded last by the picture- 
taking device; 

wherein the method is carried out at least in part by a hardware processing 

unit . 

8. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein said storage 
medium is an optical disk, and where said method comprising recording said still 
picture data of said N- ^plural still pictures and said recording still picture group 
management information in the optical disk using an optical recording device. 

9. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium 
according to claim 5, wherein said storage medium is an optical disk, and where said 
program comprising an operation for recording said still picture data of said N 
st mplural still pictures and said recording still picture group management information 
in the opfical disk using an optical recording device. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 7, wherein said 
storage medium is an optical disk, and where said method comprising recording said 
still picture data of said N-stU tplural still pictures and said recording still picture group 
management information in the optical disk using an optical recording device. 

11. - 13 (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for recording picture data recordings s tttt 
pictur e data of N s t il l pictur e s each stored in a_separate file. N fil e s, respectively, and 
for recording picture data recordina st il l pictur e group management information for 
managing N-sti tiplural picture data recording files ot ill pictur e data of said picture data 
recordinos N sti l l p i ctur e s as a picture data recording st ill p i ctur e group, onto a storage 
medium, wh e r e N is an int e ger numb e r e qual to or l arger than on e , w herein said 
Picture data recording st ill p i ctur e group management information is provided 
separately from any picture data recordina st i l l pictur e management information 
containing management information for each picture data recording st i l l pictur e, and 
said Picture data recording st i l l p i ctur e group management information includes a 
recording time data which specify the recording times, all of the recording times in 
said picture data recording stil l pictur e group management information consist of only 
a first recording time at which th e sti l l p i ctur e data of an earliest-photographed 
Picture data recordina ct ill p i cturo in said picture data recording st i l l p i cture group was 
recorded first by a picture-taking device, and a last recording time at which th e s t ill 




a latest-photographed picture data recording sti l l p i ctur e in said picture 
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data recordinq still p i ctur e group was recorded last by the picture-taking device, said 
mettiod comprising: 

comparing a recording time of s a i d st i ll p i ctur e data of a picture data 
recording s ti ll p i ctur e , with said first recording time stored in said picture data 
recording sti ll p i cture group management information corresponding to the picture 
data recording st ill pictur e group belonging to said picture data recording filess titi 
p i ctur e data ; and 

if said recording time is earlier than said first recording time, replacing the 
content of said first recording time by said recording time and performing recording 
thereo f as an updated first recording time of the picture data recording group: 

wherein the method is carried out at least in part by a hardware processing 

unit . 

15. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 14, comprising: 
comparing a recording time of said picture data recording oti ll picturo data of 



recording st il l p i ctur e group management information corresponding to the picture 
data recording sti ll pictur e group belonging to said picture data recording filess titi 
pictur e data ; and 

if said recording time is later than said last recording time, replacing the 
content of said last recording time by said recording time and performing recording 
thereo f as an updated last recording time of the picture data recording group . 




■with said last recording times stored in said picture data 
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16. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable storage 
medium storing thereon a program for controlling a computer to record picture data 
recordinqs st i ll p i ctur e data of N sti ll pictur e s each stored in a_separate file. N file s . 
respectively, and for recording picture data recording st i l l p i ctur e group management 
information for managing N-sti tiolural picture data recording files ot ill p i ctur e data of 
said picture data recordings N st i l l p i ctur e s as a picture data recording stil l p i ctur e 
group onto a storage medium, wh e re N is an i nteg e r numb e r e qua l to or larg e r than 
oner-wherein said picture data recording st ill p i ctur e group management information 
is provided separately from any picture data recording s ti ll picture management 
information containing management information for each picture data recordings tiM 
pictur e, and said picture data recording sti l l p i ctur e group management information 
includes a recording time data which specify the recording times, all of the recording 
times in said picture data recording st ill p i ctur e group management information 
consist of only a first recording time at which tho st ill p i ctur e data of an earliest- 
photographed Picture data recording sti l l p i cture in said picture data recordings tW 
p i ctur e group was recorded first by a picture-taking device, and a last recording time 
at which th e sti l l p i ctur e data of a latest-photographed picture data recordings titi 
p i ctur e in said picture data recording st il l p i ctur e group was recorded last by the 
picture-taking device, said program comprising operations for: 

comparing a recording time of said picture data recording still picturo data of a 
st i l l p i ctur e , w ith said first recording time stored in said picture data recordings tilt 
p i ctur e group management information corresponding to the picture data 
recording st i l l picture group belonging to said picture data recording files still pictur e 
data; and 
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if said recording time is earlier than said first recording time, replacing the 
content of said first recording time by said recording time and performing recording 
thereo f as an updated first recording time of the picture data recording group . 

17. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium 
according to claim 16. wherein said program comprises operations for: 

comparing a recording time of said picture data recording s t i l l pictur e data of 



recording sti ll picture group management information corresponding to the picture 
data recordino stil l pictur e group belonging to said picture data recording filess ttfl 
pictur e data ; and 

if said recording time is later than said last recording time, replacing the 
content of said last recording time by said recording time and performing recording 
thereo f as an updated last recording time of the picture data recording group . 

18. (Currently Amended) A method of recording picture data recordingss tiH 
p i ctur e data of N sti ll p i ctur e s each stored in a_separate file, N fi le s, respectively, 
and for recording picture data recording st i ll p i ctur e group management information 
for managing and N-sti Hplural picture data recording files st ill p i ctur e data of said 
picture data recordings N s t i ll pictur es as a picture data recording st il l p i ctur e group 
onto a storage medium, wh e r e sa i d N i s an i nt e g e r number e qua l to or gr e at e r than 
ofterwherein said picture data recording st i l l p i ctur e group management information 
is provided separately from any picture data recording st ill p i ctur e management 




-with said laist recording times -time stored in said picture data 
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information containing management information for each picture data recordings tiH 
p i ctur e, said method comprising: 

recording, as part of said picture data record ing st i l I p i ctur e group 
management information, a recording time data which specif/ the recording times, all 
of the recording times in said picture data recording sti ll p i ctur e group management 
information consist of only a first recording time at which tho sti ll pictur e data of an . 
earliest-photographed picture data recording st ill p i ctur e in said picture data 
recording st ill pictur e group was recorded first by a picture-taking device, and a last 
recording time at which th e st i l l p i ctur e data of a latest-photographed picture data 
recording st i l l p i ctur e in said picture data recording st ill p i ctur e group was recorded 
last by the picture-taking device; 

wherein the method is carried out at least in part bv a hardware processing 

unit . 

19. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 14. wherein said 
storage medium is an optical disk, and where said method comprising recording said 
picture data recording files st ill p i ctur e data of said picture data recordingsR ^titl 
p i ctur e s and said recording picture data recording st ill p i ctur e group management 
information in the optical disk using an optical recording device. 

20. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable storage 
medium according to claim 16, wherein said storage medium is an optical disk, and 
where said program comprising an operation for recording said picture data 
recording files sti ll p i ctur e data of said picture data recordings N otil l pictures and said 
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recording picture data recording st il l p i ctur e group management information in the 
optical disk using an optical recording device. 

21. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 18. wherein said 
storage medium is an optical disk, and where said method comprising recording said 
picture data recording files stil l p i ctur e data of said picture data record ingsN -etitt 
p i ctur e s and said recording picture data recording st il l p i ctur e group management 
information in the optical disk using an optical recording device. 



22. - 24. (Canceled) 



